ALLISON ZURFLUH




ABOUT

Swiss artist Allison Zurfluh, born and raised in California, anchors her practice in the
singular ecology of the Venetian lagoon. From her house in Burano to her studio at
Isola Santa Cristina, she works in sustained dialogue with the intertidal salt marshes
— an environment increasingly recognized for both its fragility and cultural
significance.

Her daily crossings by boat embed into her work the cyclical rise and fall of tides,
the fragile wetland ecosystems, and the enduring fishing traditions of the northern
waters. Observation, repetition, and immersion form the methodological core of
her work.

Having studied under the Australian artist John Kelly, Zurfluh’s paintings are part of
her ongoing Laguna Knitted project, a body of work that translates the stratified
landscape of the wetlands into layered chromatic fields. Built through accumulative
processes that echo sedimentation and tidal movement, the paintings unfold
horizontally, evoking mineral deposits, shifting horizons, and atmospheric depth.
Zurfluh's use of oil on raw jute further distinguishes the work. The tactile surfaces
lift pigment in unpredictable ways, creating subtle variations that render each
painting materially singular. The result is a body of work that is at once
conceptually rigorous and sensorially compelling — pieces that hold presence in

both intimate and architectural spaces.




STATEMENT

We have forgotten the wilderness, the quiet freedom of untamed space, the
holiness of that which fortune and convenience can never touch. Some
things are here for our souls, not our interests, and every land has its pockets of
wild. Let us leave them there for the birds, for the night watch, for the
person who needs and longs for a creeping into invisibility. For once we have
exploited them, it is our hearts that will be bankrupt, and the deep

need for connection to the earth will starve and wither. Let wild run free.




Plein air painting (left) and fishing apprentice (right) in the northern wilds of the Venice Lagoon



EXHIBITIONS




EXHIBITIONS

2026 Venice, Italy
Osteria alle Testiere



EXHIBITIONS

2026 Venie, Italy

‘Convergenza’
Cima Rosa




EXHIBITIONS

2026 Basel, Switzerland
Galerie Katapult




EXHIBITIONS

2025 Venice, Italy
Barnes Internation Venice




EXHIBITIONS

2025 Venice, ltaly Festival
Aquamour Fabbrica 33
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EXHIBITIONS

2024 Basel, Switzerland
Passage to Persia Studio
Zargoush
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EXHIBITIONS

2024 Dartmouth, South Devon, UK
Venezia, the lagoon and her islands
Coombe Gallery



EXHIBITIONS

2024 Zurich, Switzerland
Winds and wildlands, textures of Venice
Galerie am Lindenhof



EXHIBITIONS

2024 Rome, ltaly
Strati di Laguna, le trame di Venezia
Sacripante Gallery




EXHIBITIONS

2023 Zurich, Switzerland

Laguna Veneta: a paradise in peril
Galerie am Lindenhof
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EXHIBITIONS

2022 Venice, Italy Let Wild Run Free
Venissa wine resort



RESIDENCIES

Venice, ltaly
Isola Santa Cristina



Flamingo Calls The Winds of Tra Era

ALLISON
ZURFLUH
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A book of intimate prose and art on the Lagoon of BooKS
Venice. Each sale supports the Barena Association.

2023 CATALOGUES



LAGUNA KNITTED

Laguna Knitted explores the stratified structures and interconnected systems of the
natural world through the visual and conceptual language of knitting. Referencing a
traditionally hand-crafted process associated with care, labour, and intimacy, the
series reimagines knitting as a metaphor for ecological entanglement and

interdependence.

The woven and layered forms evoke the intricate networks that sustain life, while
simultaneously reflecting on humanity’s relationship to the environments that
support and shape us. By drawing parallels between the protective qualities of
knitted textiles and the sustaining capacities of natural ecosystems, the works
consider nature as both a material reality and a psychological space—one that offers

shelter, resilience, and a sense of belonging.

Through this interplay of craft, landscape, and embodiment, Laguna Knitted invites
contemplation of the fragile yet enduring bonds that connect human experience to

the living world.



Dartmouth, Devon, UK
Qil on canvas

Seahorse Restaurant,
80 x140 cm

Pesce novello

anrd A
‘o.mmu-?f FESAS

%\ (- Eaad

Lk

%va“ TSSO 7

.5

ey




The winds of Tra Era
Diptych, Zurich

Oil on canvas

2x 110x140




Painted among the wetlands of the Venetian lagoon, ‘Summer Storm’ is
presented in the opulent settings of Palazzo Grimani and Palazzo Garzoni
along Venice's Grand Canal. The work brings together two worlds that are
inextricably linked—the fragile ecology of the lagoon and the grandeur of
the city it sustains. Through this encounter, the artist reasserts the intrinsic
value of nature, articulating a concept he describes as “burlap of gold”: a

recognition of the overlooked richness embedded within the earth itself.




CONTACT

Allison Zurfluh

+39 388 325 5635
+4176 345 3554

info@allisonzurfluh.ch
Allisonzurfluhartist.ch

IG @allisonzurfluh_artist




